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Financial Advisors Dirty Dozen Estate 
Planning Questions to Ask Clients 

1. Do you have a Revocable Living Trust to avoid probate and ensure 
disability planning?  
 

2. Have you re-titled your assets into your living trust to avoid probate 
and avoid unintended tax consequences? 
 

3. If married, have you divided your assets into both husband’s and 
wife’s revocable living trusts to ensure maximum use of tax credits? 
 

4. If married and you and your spouse own all assets jointly and have 
each other as beneficiaries on IRA’s and life insurance, are you 
aware wills will not be effective and may cause unintended tax 
consequences and distributions upon the first death?  
 

5. Are you using Tenants by the Entirety and/or Joint Tenants with 
Rights of Survivorship which may cause unintended tax 
consequences? 
 

6. Have you created new Health Care Powers of Attorney since 2003 
with required HIPPA language? 

 
7. Have you left assets to your spouse, children or other beneficiaries 

in such a way to protect them from creditors, judgments and 
divorcing spouses?  

 
8. Do you own insurance in your own name in such a way that will 

cause unintended tax consequences? 
 

9. Have you put personal property into your trust through the use of a 
Quit Claim Deed to avoid probate? 

 
10. Do you own property in or are you a resident of another state? If so, 

are you aware of the rules on state estate tax and ancillary probate? 
 

11. If you own an IRA or 401(k) and are planning on rolling over to an 
IRA, have you planned on how to control the distributions?  
 

12. Would you like a review of your current estate plan, if any? If so, 
I’ll call Angela Hooper at 866-230-2206 to set an appointment and 
you should provide me with the attached snapshot and your current 
estate planning documents, if any. 
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